Interview Summary 



Application No. 

09/889,029 



Examiner 

Thomas M. Lithgow 



Applicant(s) 

TROUBOUNIS ET AL 



Art Unit 

1724 



All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 
(1) Thomas M. Lithoow. (3) Mr. Kohler . 

® • (4) • 

Date of Interview: 26 March 2003 . 

Type: a)E3 Telephonic b)D Video Conference 

c)D Personal [copy given to: 1)D applicant 2)D applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)DYes e)^ No. 
If Yes, brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: a// . 

Identification of prior art discussed: none . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)D was reached. g)D was not reached. h)D N/A. 

Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: The office issue d an office action on 02-26-2003 which is the same dav a new 
preliminary amendment arrived at the Office. The original Office Action of 02-26-2003 is withdrawn and a new ant inn 
is enclosed herewith. . ' " ■ — 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
a owab e, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

UJL=?. RMAL WRITTEN REPLY T0 THE ^ST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 

rn/PK. ^St%u P A P J^!? n 713 04) - lf 3 reply ,0 the last 0ffice action has alread y bee " fi'ed, APPLICANT IS 
£SS?t2£ M P NTH FR ° M TH ' S INTERVIEW DA TE TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
interview. See Summary of Record of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 



Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an 
Attachment to a signed Office action. 



Examiner's signature, if required 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



PTO-413(Rev. 11-02) 



Interview Summary 



Paper No. 9. 



f Sumimty of Record of Interview Requirements 

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 71 3.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record 

f A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an aDDlication must be made of rPrwH in 
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. application must oe made of record in the 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews 
Paragraph (b) 

lSn!ll anCe .?^ ? requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 

warranting favorable acton must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessrty for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111. 1.135. (35 U™^ 132) 

Aiiu • r, 37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing. 

All business irath the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or aaents at the Patent and 

In! * ™~* The act i? n ° f the Pat6nt 8nd Trademark ™» wiH ■» based exc,usive 'V °" record irS to 

any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt. anwiuun win ue paia 10 



. . ™ e acti ™ of ! h ? Pa ! ent "Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself 

incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews. 

hip pv,min Jfilnl '? P °*? Sibi,it ^ ° f app,ican ? V he att0rney or agent t0 make the sub stance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 

l^S^^ ^JSZ^ examiner ' s responsibimy t0 see that such 3 record is made and t0 correct material imies 

int^iou, h EX T in u erS T St com P let t a " ,nterview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
SSil^iJW^^ ate 3nd ffling in the blanks " Discussions ™8»««ng only procedural matters, directed soSJ^Sta 
!31!nra h i <ntemew recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining ProcedSreTpoiZg 
^^hlE P f ° al T° rS ° r unreada ^ in 0ff,ce actions or th * 'ike, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below Where the 
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required " 
-r ♦ ♦ - ntervievv Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the 
r ~ n ^* lon f the flle ^ a PP er ,n ? PffBonal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the 

iT l IT** J" y °? Se ° f 3 te,eph0ne or video - co ^erence interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address 
r rlln° r ? ^"f ^ ^JT^^ " additi ° nal correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance oMf other 
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication. 

The Form provides for recordation of the following information: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Date of interview 

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

- Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

- An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 

n«? C ° Py * ° f ame " dments or claims a 9 reed as bei ng allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

unjp« hJh L S nn^ ira ? ,e Y ^ examiner ««y wmind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case 

n S >«i ?h P J ' , ♦ f lh3t the 6Xaminer Wi " record same " Where the examiner a 9 rees t0 ™ord the substance of the interview 

or when rt is adequately recorded on the Form or in an attachment to the Form, the examiner should check the appropriate box at the bottom of mT 
Sd ,nformsthe a PP" cant ^atthe submission of a separate record of the substance of the interview as aZpp\e^ 

• * f h0U L d b6 , n J ° ted ' however - that the interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the 
° r ' S SUp » lemented b V the a P plicant « ^ examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below Jia 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items- 

1 ) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted 

2) an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner 

n0t b f len9th J ° f !' a . b ? rate ' A Verbatim ° r highly detailed desc "P«°n of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
descnbe those arguments which he or she feejs were or might be persuasive to the examiner ) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview' unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed bv 
the examiner. ' r 7 

a rr., ra tP thf 'HHHT ^ PeCt l d 10 Ca , refUl i y reVi6W the a PP |icant ' s record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

•i^m.ni'I^h!^ r "T"?,* ° ther I 380 " 8 ° f reCOrd ' the examiner should send 3 letter settin 9 fortn tne examiner's version of the 
statement attnbuted to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, "Interview Record OIC on the 
paper recording the substance of the interview along wHh the date and the examiner's initials. 
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